
 

WLT is currently working with 23 project partners in  
19 counties to save more threatened habitats 

The World Land Trust is working 

with 23 overseas project partners 

in 19 different countries. All 

working together with the same 

ambition: To save as much 

threatened habitat as possible to 

protect it for the future.  

 

WLT has been raising funds to save 

threatened tropical forests and other 

critically endangered habitats, acre 

by acre, since 1989. So far nearly 

500,000 acres have been saved; the 

purchase has been funded by 

donations from WLT supporter. The 

Trustós overseas project partners 

now have the task of protecting the 

land and all  its wildlife.  
 

And not just these 500,000 acres. 

The WLT model has been so 

successful that governments of 

several countries have recognised 

the international support for their 

conservation challenges and have 

taken unprecedented steps to save 

some of the last wilderness areas in 

their countries, giving responsibility 

to WLTós Non-governmental 

Organisation partners to assist in 

the protection of the land. But 

protecting all this land puts a strain 

on WLTós partners and to address 

this urgent need WLT is launching 

Keepers of the Wild to raise funds to 

get more rangers into the reserves 

to ensure their protection and the 

safety of the wildlife that depend on 

them..  
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what is the biodiversity within the 

proposed project area? What is 

the level of threat facing individual 

species. The size of the reserve 

and whether it connects to other 

reserves are also priorities, as is 

the need to protect the reserves 

once they have been created. 

Over Half a Million Acres saved by World Land Trust  

and more than 2.5 million acres more protected under shared  

management agreement 

WLTós patron, Sir David 
Attenborough, says:  

ðThe World Land Trust's policy 

of buying land is the most 

direct and certain road to 

conservation. It deserves the 

support of all who care about 

the survival of the wild places 

of the world.ñ                                          

How are the reserves 
protected? 
 

The most obvious form of 

protection comes from having 

rangers in the field and showing a 

presence on the reserve which 

deters would-be poachers of 

wildlife and  trees. Rangers also 

ensure that boundaries are clearly 

marked to ensure that others know 

too. They make regular site visits 

and often need to clear forest trails 

to keep them open as they go. 

Rangers may have to deal with 

forest fires and carry out 

maintenance after storm damage. 

To do their job they need uniforms, 

and adequate clothing for extremes 

in weather and inhospitable 

conditions; they need tools and 

binoculars, and we are also hoping 

to get digital cameras for them so 

that they can record wildlife and 

signs of problems.  

Who are the Rangers  
 

The rangers employed are usually 

members of the local community 

and some were once hunters. This 

may seem a strange decision but 

because of their knowledge of the 

rainforest they can make excellent 

bird guides and invariably turn into 

some of the best ambassadors for 

conservation within the local 

community.  

     The transition is a simple one:  

by earning a wage they become well

-respected in the village and instead 

of spending many hours in the forest 

in search of something to kill for 

their family to eat, they are able to 

look after their families in a 

sustainable way. Adilei Carvalho da 

Cunha, now a ranger with REGUA, 

is in high demand by bird watchers 

who come to the reserve as he is an 

excellent mimic of forest birds and a 

good all round ornithologist. 

When selecting a new project a 

number of specific criteria are 

evaluated to ensure that it falls 

within the WLTós mission, and 

practical considerations are also 

taken into account. The most 

important aspect of any WLT 

project is its Conservation Value: 

 

  All in a dayôs work for a Forest Ranger 

A Case Study: 

How to protect a million acres in 
Paraguay:   

 

Saving the Dry Chaco 

In 2008 the WLT embarked on an 

innovative agreement to help conserve 

vast areas of Dry Chaco in northern 

Paraguay in partnership with Guyra 

Paraguay and the Ministry of the 

Environment, SEAM.  

 

This shared-management agreement gives 

responsibility for three of Paraguayós key 

Protected Areas in the Chaco: Defensores 

del Chaco National Park, Rio Negro 

National Park  and Cerro Chovoreca 

National Monument.  Together these 

reserves cover over 2.5 million acres and 

are cover a significant portion of wildlife 

habitat in northern Paraguay. While the 

reserves remain under the ownership of 

the Paraguayan Government, Guyra 

Paraguay has pledged to assist in the 

protection of this vast area. Funds are 

urgently needed to put more rangers in the 

field. 

 

The World Land Trust has always been 

innovative, and the Director of Guyra 

Paraguay, one of WLTós project partners, 

Dr Alberto Yanosky wrote that : 

 

ðSupport for rangers, making sure that 

protection laws are enforced, is 

absolutely vital, and something that 

governments often fail to do, through 

lack of finance. The support of the 

World Land Trust is enabling us to get 

five rangers into the Chaco, where they 

are now helping protect 2.5 million 

acres of national parks and reserves 

[thatós an area the size of East Anglia], 

but to make sure that the wildlife is 

properly protected we need at least 

double that number. The government is 

supportive, but without adequate 

funding, can do nothing. By showing 

international interest, it helps ensure 

that in the future the government will be 

able to prioritise wildlife conservation.ñ 

Right: The Head 

Ranger on Fundacion 

Jocotocoós (FJ)

Buenaventura reserve 

in Ecuador is keeping 

the trail clear, using his 

machete, and 

monitoring and 

photographing bird 

populations. 

 

 

 

Right:  On the FJ 

Tapichalaca Reserve, a 

ranger (left) supervises 

volunteers who have 

made nest boxes as 

part of a project to 

boost numbers of El 

Oro Parakeets, a 

critically threatened 

species which this 

reserves helps protect. 

 

 

Right: One of the tasks 

of rangers is to ensure 

adequate signage on 

the reserves. They also 

take visiting 

birdwatchers into the 

forest and generally 

give an introduction 

into the wildlife that can 

be seen on the reserve. 

 

 

 

Right: Staff and 

rangers were needed 

urgently to  put out this 

fire in Paraguay which 

came perilously close 

to the Three Giants 

Biological Station. The 

Chaco Pantanal 

ecosystem is adapted 

for fire but strong winds 

caused this one to 

spread rapidly.    



Keepers 
of the 

Wild: 2011 

An initiative of the  

World Land Trust  

to help overseas project 

partners protect reserves  

and their wildlife. 

Adilei Carvalho da Cunha, a Ranger at 
REGUA in Brazil, releasing a sloth that 
had been rescued outside the reserve. 

 

This Mountain Tapir was encountered by two 
Rangers on Fundacion Jocotocoós Tapichalaca 
Reserve in Ecuador. The photograph was taken 
by Ramiro Mendoza  and shows Cliserio Roa. 

Luis Recalde, Head Ranger with 

Fundacion  EcoMinga in Ecuador, 

carrying out trail maintenance.  

A Ranger with FPWCA in Armenia, 

viewing the endangered Bezoar Ibex. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

As World Land Trust funds the 

purchase of more tropical to add to 

the existing Atlantic Rainforest 

reserve managed by REGUA 

(Reserva Ecologica de Guapi Assu) 

our partners have the responsibility 

for its protection. This means that 

more rangers are needed in the field. 

It costs around £5,000 a year to put 

a ranger in the field The rangers also 

need Ranger Kits (back packs, 

boots, uniform etc.) each costing 

i.r.o. £65 each. Additionally REGUA 

hopes to have funds to hire a 

surveyor to update maps and draw 

boundary lines. The estimate is that 

this will take 3 months.  

The Young Rangers who are 

enthusiastic youngsters from the 

local community are given basic 

uniforms (T-shirts and caps) and 

they also need school packs which 

cost i.r.o. £100 each.  

Rangers at REGUA are recruited 

from among the local community and 

their experience as Young Rangers 

gives them a head start in getting 

work, or moving on to further 

education when they leave school. 

 
   Fundacion Jocotoco £10,000+  
   Requesting support to cover as   
   many of their existing rangers as 
   possible for their 9 reserves   
 
   Fundacion Pro -bosque: £10,000  
   2 Rangers, plus Guard Station and 
   Fencing/signs  
 
Mexico: £8,000 as outlined  
Grupo Ecologico Sierra Gorda  
Ranger: £4,650 
part time assistant: £1,800 
fence maintenance: £2,500 
trail maintenance: £1,500 
maintenance of fire breaks: £2,500 
 
Paraguay : £40,000 
Guyra Paraguay: Defending the 
Chaco should provide for 5 Rangers 
and other costs. Commitment of 
US$60,000 
 

ðWe urgently need è   ñ 
 
Armenia : £10,451 
Foundation for the Preservation of 
Wildlife & Cultural Assets  
2 x Rangers for buffer zone 
reserve.  Cost includes set up of 
guard posts, salaries and purchase 
and maintenance of horses.  
 
Borneo : £10,000 
Leap Spiral  
2 full time Rangers: includes salaries 
and running costs. 
 
Argentina (Misiones) : £15,000 
Fundacion Frontera Verde  
3 x Rangers 
 
Ecuador:  Estimate: £35,000  
   Fundacion Ecominga: £10,000  
   2 x Rangers 
 

   NCI £5,000 
   1 Ranger 
 

Putting Rangers into the Field 

An early example of urgent needs and costs 
from our project partners 

Keepers of the Wild  urgently 
needed on REGUA Reserve 
in Brazil.  

More land purchased, 
more land to protect. 

 

WLT has a target of £250,000 to raise for 2011 to help as many of our 
project partners as possible get  rangers into their reserves. We are 
also looking for sponsors for a number of items such as clothing and 
cameras  - please let us know if you think you can help.  

Rangers Pledge: To keep in touch and send images 

from the Rainforest 

Head Ranger with Fundacion EcoMinga, Luis Recalde, took these 

photographs recently with a basic point -and-shoot camera.  
 

Left: A rare close-up shot of a Linné's Two-toed Sloth in the rainforest 

canopy on the Rio Zunac EcoMinga reserve in Central Ecuador.  
 

Right: Luis also captured this image of the Black-and-chestnut Eagle in the 

Rio Zunac reserve.  
 

Luis has become an accomplished wildlife photographer and earlier this 

year photographed animal behaviour that was new to science: an image of 

a Caecilian attempting to eat a giant earthworm. This photograph and story 

was subsequently published in BBC Wildlife magazine. 

Above: Young Rangers on the 
REGUA reserve carry out a range of 
environmental tasks, here they are 
cleaning out a stream which runs 
into the REGUA wetland reserve. 


